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calls forth comment every whit as acri-
monious as does laxity in the graver
matters of the administration, that sug-
gestions tending to the convenience or
welfare of the public receive but faint
praise, indeed, often an icy welcome. His
superiors delight in honouring the bonds-
man of a faultless routine who understands
the rules and gives no trouble. An exact
and efficient compliance with orders,
whether standing or special to the occa-
sion, is the great desideratum. Originality
is frowned on. After a few struggles
against destiny and his Deputy Commis-
sioner he acquiesces, and soon wears
lightly enough, as silken fetters, the bonds
which at first lay on him with leaden
weight.
Now, it is decreed that in our complex,
brains novel thoughts and ideas, forcing
their way with difficulty along new nerve-
fibres from cell to cell, only emerge with
toil and labour, whereas we think with ease
along the paths to which we are accus-
tomed. It is this little physiological fact
that evolves the trained official. He has